
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s been another summer of celebration – this time with the Olympics and Paralympics 
where we’ve seen sportsmen and women doing their very best to realise their dream 
and hoping that their endeavours will inspire more people (young and not so young) to 
try to achieve their own aspirations, or just ‘have a go’. 
 

In two year’s time, the Trefoil Guild will be commemorating its 75th birthday and so  
another cause for more celebrations.  The theme ‘Celebrate Together’ will enable us to 
focus on two of our key messages: ‘Find Friendship’ and ‘Get Involved’ and I’m  
encouraging all local Guilds to start thinking now what they’d like to do in order to  
recognise this milestone.  
 

It’s also gives us a wonderful opportunity to provide an event at county level where 
members can make or renew friendships beyond their Guilds, try activities that are not 
possible with smaller numbers and get involved either as participants or organisers.  
Taking part in the organisation of a large-scale event can be immensely rewarding and 
gives an opportunity to develop skills, work in a team and get to know people you may 
not have met before from your local area or beyond. 
 

So, whilst you may think it’s is all ages away yet, forward planning is always a good 
idea!  The title of the event, aims and objectives, as well as venue/location, budget, 
programme, catering, merchandising, etc, etc (and the list goes on …) all have to be 
thoroughly thought through – and that’s not forgetting the date!  (The Trefoil Guild 
hopes that many events will take place in October 2018 in order to create a UK-wide 
celebration.) 
 

More details I’m sure will be forthcoming from ‘the top’, but in the meantime, please 
get your thinking caps on and talk to your Chairmen – we’ll be looking for ideas at both 
local and county level, as well as volunteers to ensure it all happens. 
 
See you all soon! 
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The last of this year’s craft days booked by Edna at 

EVAC is  5th November.  Please can everyone,        

including regulars, please book so she can keep an 

eye on numbers.  Many thanks. 

OLD CATTON GUILD  is sad to announce the death 

of Eileen Hodgson, one of our 1953 Founder Members.  
Eileen joined 1st Old Catton Guides in 1938 and was soon 
taking part in helping the War effort, collecting waste 
paper, acorns to feed pigs and rosehips for Rosehip    
Syrup. 
 

Later Eileen became Lieutenant in Sprowston Guides 
with Peggy Ibbett as Captain.           Rosemary Shimmens 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Queen Victoria (Rachel Duffield)  Eileen Hodgson and 
Edna Standley  (2013) 

The Norfolk Lones 

SHERINGHAM  
 

Sue Comar had been involved in Guiding for 25years 

as Rainbow and Brownie 

Guider at Cromer, District 

Commissioner for Cromer 

and Sheringham and  
Division Commissioner for 

North Division.  She died in 

2014. It was her love of roses 

that inspired the making of 

the memorial garden at 

Cromer HQ and her  
enjoyment of a good old 

fashioned campfire singsong 

that Sheringham HQ now has 

a campfire circle built in her 

memory. 
 

On July 17th a dedication, 

with Sue's husband, family 

and Guiding friends was held  
firstly at Cromer then onto 

Sheringham for BBQ and 

Campfire. 
 

Our Guild is made up of  
members from Sheringham, 

Cromer and Holt. We agreed 

to help out with the memorial 

as Guiders are very busy  
running their units, work and 

family commitments .  
 

This year our Guild has lost 

two of its longest members 

both in their 90's . We were 

saddened with death of Isobel 

Durrant who had started her Guiding journey as a 

Brownie at Walsingham, then as Brownie Guider in 

Dereham before Sheringham. Last month we were also 

saddened by the death of Poppy Murray. Her Guiding 

life was in Sheringham.                          Angela Ayers 

Sue Comar Memorial 

Garden at Cromer HQ 

and below Sue’s  
Memorial rose. 

 

The Trillers invite you to join them for an afternoon of 

Christmas music and readings 

On Saturday 3rd December 2016 at 2.00 pm 

Christchurch, New Catton 
Magdalen Road 

Norwich NR3 4LA 
 

Followed by refreshments in the church hall next 

door where parking is available                

Please RSVP with numbers by 1st November 
please to: 

 

Jill Riseborough 
16 Coronation Road, 

Hellesdon, Norwich NR6 5HB 
 

Tel:  01603 401046 
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Feltwell and District Trefoil Guild 

During the  spring and summer Feltwell and District Trefoil 
Guild members enjoyed  being out and about together.   
 

In May we teamed up with Mundford Brownies for a         
sponsored sing-a-long and during the evening managed to 
raise £90.00 for the ARC (the new archives centre). We were 
surprised to learn that we would be served tea and cakes by 
the Brownies who all earned their Hostess badges that     
evening. 
 

July found us enjoying the lovely gardens at Wyken Hall and 
of course rounding the afternoon off with tea and cake.  
While in August we paid an informal but enjoyable visit to 
the Dad's Army Museum in Thetford.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The August meeting was notable because there were 

13 of us present!  So much for everyone being away 

in August!  Lots of clearing as usual but we took 

some drastic action in an effort to let in more light 

and Margaret wielded her saw to remove the        

offending branch.  Sue used the hose with           

enthusiasm to water the roses whilst Christine and I 

did a butterfly watch on the Buddleia where we saw 

five different species which was amazing as the  

butterflies have been so few this year.  The ones we 

saw were Small White, Red Admiral, Peacock, Comma  

and a Painted Lady (in the photo ).          Ann Russell 

 

PROBLEM SOLVED!! 
I have been informed that this photo from the last 

issue is HETHERSETT, sorry girls, amended now! 

DERSINGHAM SINGING CIRCLE. We meet 

once each term and come from North West  
Norfolk, Massingham, Kings Lynn and Dereham. 

We are usually led by Christine Baker but on this 

occasion we were trying to make music with  
handbells under the guidance of Christine Dean 

from North West Norfolk Guild. 
Daphne Andrews 
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Visit to the Britannia Prison Café 
 

We were very fortunate in choosing a glorious sunny  
morning in 
June for our 
Guild’s  
summer walk. 
 

18 of us  
assembled at 
the viewing 
point in  
Britannia Road  
overlooking 
the City of 
Nowich. We 

then broke into 2 groups – the first group doing the longer 
walk to the spot on Mousehold Heath where a 12 year old 
boy called William was murdered in 1137 – possibly by  
Norwich Jews. A chapel already on the site was  
reconsecrated as St Williams Chapel, although its ruins were 
buried in the thick undegrowth. The second group of slower 
walkers went 
on the short 
trek via Gurney 
Road to Zak’s 
café, which  
unfortunately 
was not open 
until noon.  
 

Eventually we 
were all going 
to be back in 
time for lunch 
at the  Britannia Café – the comparatively new place on the 
Britannia Road side of the Norwich prison.  It is staffed by  
pre- release prisoners to gain experience in catering.   
Ushered in through the main café, we were led to a smaller 
room just right for us all, bedecked with Union Jacks for the 
Queen’s 90th Birthday.   From a comprehensive menu we 
were able to choose anything from  something and chips to a 
varied selection of salads and puddings.  We were certainly 
ready for the freshly prepared food when it came, together 
with an excellent choice of cold drinks. We definitely  
recommend this café.                                                       
 
 

Connie Roberts, Norwich Guild 

King’s Lynn 
 

Well we did it, we raised our £5 a head!  Wendy ran in the 
King’s Lynn run and we sponsored her, we joined with the 
Rainbows and had a Spring Fair, we had a tin for our spare 
pennies each week and two of us tried to lose weight! 
(Unfortunately we put more on than we took off so ARC 
did very well!!)  
 

We have even managed our 90 hours of service, way ahead 
of schedule. We’ve looked after neighbours’ gardens, helped 
at fairs, coffee mornings, marshalled at the Park Run,  
visited the sick, painted the Church flagpole so that the 
Union Flag could be raised for the Queen, picked up litter 
and so on; all extra to our normal bits of service. 
 

Remembering our founder we had Tim Claythorpe come 
and tell us about the boat, Baden Powell. You may have 
read about it in the EDP. And we had our outing to  
Glandford Shell Museum and a Wild Flower park nearby. 
Both excellent.  We also celebrated with our youngest 
member as she got her degree, reached 21! and gained her 
Pack Holiday licence. 
 

Technology is often a little late coming once you get to 21 
in Celsius! Our photos are on ICloud, yes, but we can’t get 
them off!!!  Oh well. Perhaps by next Fanfare! 
 

PS The story behind this picture is;  I had a canal holiday 
this year with another 
Trefoil member from 
Kent and a Rainbow  
Guider. Their District 
was having a tea  
party on the Queen’s 
official birthday so we 
had to make crowns 
and sit up on deck 
celebrating. Not sure 
what the French 

thought of us mad English women! But we got a badge for 
it!!  
 

Have fun! in the run up to the C word!         Barbara Foster 

Heather Basey Fisher and Doreen Nelson of Brooke District  

Trefoil Guild presenting Loddon Rainbows with their  

Starter Pack. June 2016 

Flegg Trefoil Guild wondered if you would like to put 
this photo into the magazine. Summer BBQ with family 
and partners in Brenda Tubby's beautiful  
garden overlooking Martham church. It was lovely to 
eat, drink and chat while listening to the bell ringers 
practising.                                                  Sue Hooper 
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                BARBARA YOUNGS 
                                      (Our 5th Limelight Star) 
 

I was born in Ilford, Essex. My enrolment as a Brownie was in 1944 whilst evacuated to  

Yorkshire where the local Brownie unit met in the woods (how appropriate) but on  

returning to Ilford I was disappointed that the meetings were held in a church hall.   I 

continued into Guides and became a Pack Leader with the Brownie Pack.  In 1951, we 

took the Brownies to the West Ham Race Track for a  

pageant depicting Queen Elizabeth I’s reviewing of the 

Armada.  The girls were instructed to put a plastic patch on their knickers as 

the grass would be wet when sitting down!  Being Coronation Year, we had a lot 

of union jack panties!   I went on to join Rangers and we were privileged to be 

invited to a reception at the London Guildhall to be introduced to Lady Baden 

Powell when she personally shook all our hands.  Later that year we were  

programme sellers for a Ralph Reader Gang Show at the Albert Hall.    
 

I left the Guiding world to get married and have two children, eventually  

moving to Thetford in 1969.  Originally I was asked to help with the Guides and 

Brownies before forming the first Ranger Unit in the town and we had some 

good times together.  One year the Rangers came up with idea that the town’s 

War Memorial needed a good clean prior to Remembrance Day so with the 

Town Council’s permission and the hot water provided by the local pub, we set 

about doing a makeover.  After the unit folded I began helping with Guides 

again, taking over as Captain from 1977-1988.  We were without a District 

Commissioner and in 1987 I was appointed to this role.  Thetford was quite a 

big District then with 5 Guide Units, 7 Brownies Packs, 1 Rainbow Unit and a Ranger Unit.  Gang Shows were 

held every couple of years, and I was part of the wardrobe team.  In 1988 Margot Pickering was appointed 

County Commissioner and the then County Secretary Isobel Bunting, was retiring and I was invited to take on 

this job.  At the time the County did not have a County Office 

and all the records (and the photocopier) were in my  

back bedroom!  The Blue Sheet (as it was known) was handed 

over to me as well and this was prepared and printed in my back 

bedroom.   A loyal team of packers used Pull’s Ferry once a 

month to collate and pack envelopes to send out to all Guiders in 

the County. When my husband retired, he needed the room for 

his new consultancy, so things had to change.  Eaton Vale  

provided the space for a mobile office which was suitably fitted 

out. This was the signal for me to  

retire as County Secretary, and on my 

retirement in 1994 I was presented 

with the Good Service Brooch as well 

as a ticket for a Buckingham Palace Garden Party where I had the honour of  

meeting Prince Charles.  Around this time Thetford District Guides had received a 

legacy and following discussion with the local Scouts it was decided on a joint  

venture to build a Guide/Scout Centre in Thetford Forest.  I was Secretary of the 

steering Committee and helped fund-raise locally and further afield as well as  

obtaining Lottery funding of £84,000.  The Bidwell Centre eventually opened in 

1997 and continues to welcome young people from around the County and beyond.  
 

In 1993 I felt I had time for Trefoil Guild and we formed the first Thetford TG 

group.   We continue to this day with a small but loyal group enjoying our meetings 

and finding time to fundraise for local needs.  One of our fun things has been to make contact with another 

TG in Whangarei, New Zealand and we have periodic correspondence with each other.  When some Thetford 

friends were visiting the area we put them in touch with the Whangarei Guild and they received warm  

hospitality.                          What a wonderful life Guiding has given me!! 

Barbara (L) with her cousin at 
camp in Kent (aged 14) 

Barbara at Foxlease 1991 

Barbara, Sheena, Margot and Denise Beattie at the  
opening Patteson Lodge Extension in May 1992 
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St.Benet's had a great Queen's birthday strawberry tea 

garden party. We played pass the  parcel with the music 
us singing campfire songs (don’t know what the neigh-
bours thought!), then we had a Royal quiz, a hat  parade 
and then the cake which was very successful as a design 
and also tasted good with a glass of  
elderflower presse, then tea and strawberries  and cream, 
shortbread and a scone for those who had room! And it 
didn't rain! 
 

Photo shows our nonagenarian Vera with the the cake in 

all its glory.                                                     Ann Russell 

 

Summer Frolics 

Norwich Trefoil Guild’s August meeting was held with 
kind permission from Kate Hill in her lovely garden and 
barn.  The weather was kind to us so we were able to 
begin the evening with country dancing on the lawn.  
Most people were keen to dance and three dances were 
performed with enthusiasm, even with new hips, creaky 
knees and in some cases, advancing years.  Much 
laughter was to be heard, especially when it was  
suggested that we walk instead of skip – difficult on 
grass at the best of times! 
 

Then followed skittles, boules, quoits and sticky darts – 
a take your pick session – most members tried one or 
more of these activities. 
 

As the evening was turning a little chilly Kate refreshed 
us with mugs of steaming coffee and tea. Most wel-
come.  We also enjoyed fresh strawberries and cream. 
 

Finally we finished off with campfire singing, including 
some old favourites and action songs to keep everybody 
moving and warm.  
 

After thanking Kate for being so hospitable we wended 
our various ways home.                          Mary Davies 
 
 

NORTH WEST NORFOLK  
 

In January I had the idea of fulfilling a childhood dream of 
going to see the Trooping of the Colour.  I went on the 
website and of course found it to be the Queen’s 90th 
Birthday so applied via the ballot with a letter stating that 
we were three members of North West Norfolk Trefoil 
Guild (old Girl Guides) with Mary Harpley, Christine Dean 
and myself having more than 90 years service between 
us and, as the Queen had promised us all those years 
ago, we wanted to keep our Guide Promise to her by  
honouring our Queen. I wrote a similar letter to the Queen 
also telling her that we were holding a party to celebrate 
her achievement of birthday years and longest reigning 
monarch and that it would be held in the hut that she lets 
us use at Sandringham, her Norfolk home. 
 

I was thrilled to bits to receive three tickets for her Official 
Birthday Parade and was so pleased I had already gone 
on line and found a hotel close to the Palace for the three 
of us for three nights. I also found three National Express 
Fun Fares to London Victoria, just off Buckingham Palace 
Road, we were all set to go, then came the question of  
attending the Patrons Lunch. Finding that Girlguiding had 
not included the Trefoil I wrote to the official ticket office 
explaining, they kindly offered us tickets at £150 each but 
these were declined with the intention of attending the 
party in St. James 
Park next to the 
Mall with a giant 
TV screen. 
 

On Friday 10th 
June, off we went 
to London with our 
posh frocks,  
fascinators and 
handbags for Saturday’s Official Birthday Parade and all 
the Union Jack regalia imaginable, even a champagne 
bottle cover for the ‘Party in the Park’ on Sunday. I found 
a Harrod’s Hamper at a car boot sale for £2.50 and filled it 
with a £3 meal deal each, a celebratory drink and a few 
extra treats. 

 

Wow!!  What 
an exciting,  
exquisite and 
unforgettable 
time we had, 
we’d never felt 
so important, 
especially  
being front row 
at ‘Buck House’ 
for the Balcony 

appearance, memorable flypast and with the gates open. 
 

But I must mention our life saver on both days. The newly 
vamped Girl Guide HQ and not just for the facilities!  We 
met a very welcoming and helpful staff team and lucky 
Guides who had been in the actual Carnival Parade as 
well as the Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Senior Section 
and Leaders selected to participate in the Patrons Lunch. 
 

Finally we attended a service on Sunday evening at BP 
House. Thank God for our most gracious Queen and  
London Taxis. Oh and of course the English weather. A 
week later I received a marvellous letter from the Queen’s 
Lady in Waiting saying how the Queen had taken an  
interest in our Guild activities for her at Sandringham and 
a special card from the Queen herself thanking us for her 
birthday wishes.                                           Kay Drewell 
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Alfie Hewett 
Andy Murray 
Archery 
Badminton 
Boxing 
Cycling 
Diving 
Dressage 
Fencing 
Flags 
Golf 
Gymnastics 
Hockey 
Jason Kenny 
Javelin 
Laura Trott 

Long Jump 
Max Whitlock 
Mo Farah 
National Anthems 
Paralympics 
Rio de Janeiro 
Rowing 
Rugby 
Sailing 
Showjumping 
Swimming 
Taekwondo 
Tennis 
Torch Relay 
XXI Olympiad 
 

Hidden in the grid are:- 

TREFOIL GUILD ANNUAL REVIEW 2016 AT HARROGATE 
 

Four members of Norwich Guild attended the 2016 Annual General Meeting in the beautiful spa town of Harrogate and  
thoroughly enjoyed the experience. Travelling north by train they became aware at each change of train, that there were other    
members heading in the same direction -you could spot them a mile away as they were wearing their Trefoil scarves. When they 
alighted at Harrogate station, there was a steady stream of women, wearing familiar       Trefoil colours, crossing the bridge and  
making their way to their various hotels. 
 

On Saturday morning, the city of Harrogate wondered what had hit it. Hundreds of 
Trefoil members filled the streets heading for Betty’s Tea rooms or meeting other 
Trefoil friends.  
 

In the afternoon they made their way to the International Centre. There was a     
delightful buzz in the air as 2000 Trefoil Guild members were slowly and patiently 
winding their way into the auditorium. The organisation and stewarding of such a 
large amount was amazing.  By 2 o’clock 2000 people were seated. Looking around it 
was quite humbling and breath taking, to see this huge sea of people all brought 
together.  
 

The quality of the speakers was superb. Some AGM’s can be boring, but from the welcome, showing pictures highlighting the beauties 
of Yorkshire, through to the auditor’s report – the technical presentations were highly professional and thus 
made things easy to understand.  Then came the guest speaker, Gervais Phinn. Many had already read some of 
his books and knew they were in for some humorous commentary of human life. For    almost an hour, he had 
everyone captivated and rolling in their seats with laughter. 
 

The evening entertainment was entitled ‘Northern Lights’ and it certainly was a tour of the North East region in 
Music & Song. Everything from two local choirs, Northumbrian Pipes – those you squeeze under your arm, not 
blow!! , Geordie songs – especially ‘Keep your feet still Geordie Hinny’,  a Yorkshire farmer’s interpretation of 
the ‘Messiah’!!, which had the audience in stitches;  and one of the highlights of the evening- absolutely  super 

pieces played by the West Yorkshire Fire & Rescue Brass band (one of our member’s great uncle used to conduct a northern Brass 
Band, so this was especially enjoyable).  All this entertainment skilfully compered by Mr. Andy Stokes. A big thanks to the North East 
Region for putting on an excellent show.  
 

The whole weekend can be summed up as a time of fun, renewal of friendship and a coming together of likeminded people.   
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October 2016 22nd County Quiz at Hethersett Village Hall   (2pm start) 

November 2016 5th Craft Day at EVAC (Please book with Edna Standley) 

Note from Judi (Editor) 
 

Wow!  You have all been so busy and I’ve had lots of articles to put in this 
edition, As always, I hope I haven’t left any out.  I didn’t have room for the 
County Outings hopefully next time. 
 

Please keep your articles and photos coming, who will be our 6th Limelight 
Star? They can be sent to me anytime to  judiblyth@yahoo.com   or  
42a Long Lane, Bradwell, Great Yarmouth, NR31 8PW. 
 

The closing Date for the next issue will be the end of January 2017 
 

 

JUNE CRAFT was  
Division Commissioner for 
East until she handed the  
Division to me in 1986. 
She was hugely supportive of 

both the  Brownie and Guide 

units in Salhouse, during the 
time she lived in the village 

Always full of enthusiasm and 

“on the go”, never one to let 
the grass grow under her feet 

(or anyone elses!).  I believe  
subsequently she joined  
Trefoil in Norfolk, before 

moving away from the area, at 
varying times to Sussex and 

Northumberland.  She moved 
back here four or so years ago, settling finally in the  
Heartsease area of Norwich. 
 

Her daughter found my details in June’s address book, and 

notified me of her funeral service which took place at The 
Good Shepherd, Norwich on 25 June 2016 (June’s 88th 

birthday), and which I attended.  As far as I was able to  
ascertain I was the only Guiding link there and was pleased 

to be able to reminisce with Angela on the part of her mum’s 

life I had shared.                                       Kay Jefford 

June  in approximately 1980 

SOUTH NORFOLK   
In June we visited Horham American Air Base.  The 

volunteers 
had worked 
so hard on the  
museum  
exhibits and 
the lovely 
dance floor.  
We all gave a 
donation and 

Linda and her husband have since been there for a 
dance and also volunteered to do some painting. 
 

On the 7th July Cora provided a lovely picnic at her 
house and then on the 30th it was our Guild’s turn 
to do the refreshments at Pull’s Ferry.  It was  
certainly much easier having the water boiler  
upstairs.  Maurice visited us and we sold two of his 
lovely boxes, we also took a few books to sell as 
well. 
 

In August we met at Sheila’s house when a friend 
gave us a talk on the years she worked in different 
London Box Offices. 
 

Mary Watson’s husband gave us a really interesting 
talk in September, on the times he visited the Isle of 
Man for the TT Races.  He was a really good  
speaker.                                                    Sheila Colman 

Celebrating the Queen’s birthday and Amy Reynolds 96th at Sandringham 

 


