
Blue 
The 

Norfolk’s guiding news            Summer 2022 

Inside this issue: 

 Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 

  Girlguideasaurus  ◆   District Days 

   Thinking Day Events  ◆   Awards 

    Patteson Lodge Birthday  ◆   ARC News 

www.girlguidingnorfolk.org.uk 



Norfolk’s guiding news               Page 2 

On a sunny afternoon in early June, our county president, vice presidents and county team met for  
afternoon tea at Patteson Lodge. Two of Norfolk’s former county commissioners, Anne Rudderham and  
Pat Pinnington also attended. 

It was a lovely, informal  
afternoon and the first time  
the vice presidents had been 
able to meet in person since  
November 2019 so there was an 
awful lot of catching up to do.  

The guests were able to see the 
ARC’s Royal Platinum Jubilee 
display boards which were very 
popular and they were given a 
copy of the Royal Album to take 
home and enjoy.  

The delicious tea was baked  
and served by Val and Anne, 
Friends of Patteson Lodge.  
One of the guests said, “it was  
a marvellous opportunity to  
join up with ‘old’ or rather  
long-standing friends, which  
I certainly enjoyed.” 

We hope we don’t have to wait 
quite so long to do it again. 

 

It is so lovely to read about all the fantastic and varied events that took place across the 
county last month in celebration of The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. These celebrations have 
felt all the more special and valued after all the restrictions of the last couple of years due 
to the pandemic. 

The celebrations have not been just for the Jubilee – you will read about the 40th  
anniversary of Patteson Lodge – isn’t the specially commissioned new mosaic stunning? 
Well done to the Norfolk Show team for rising to the challenge of a new  
location and not much time to prepare the stand. Do read the reports  
on page 16. 

Have you met Girlguideasaurus yet? See page 8 for more details of 
where she can be found and how to buy her special badge. We are  
delighted to be supporting Break with the sale of these badges. 

A new Rainbow unit in Holt! What great news and so exciting that  
19 girls are now experiencing guiding for the first time (page 10).  
We hope they have a long and happy guiding journey. A new Brownie 
unit needs to be our next goal so if you can help us achieve that do  
get in touch. 

Do enjoy reading this edition of the Blue Sheet and  
I would like to wish you a very happy summer. Take  
time to relax, recharge your batteries and if you are  
off to camp or on a residential have a great time.  
We look forward to reading about those events in the  
next edition. 

 

Christine Martin 

County Commissioner 

We’d love to hear  

your guiding stories. 

Please send any text and photos for the  
autumn issue to:  
bluesheet@girlguidingnorfolk.org.uk 

Deadline for next issue: 30th November 2022 



1st Gayton Brownies took part 
in a sleepover at Stories of Lynn 
where they were involved in 
curating an exhibition to  
celebrate the Queen's Platinum 
Jubilee. The Brownies had 
looked at the Stories of Lynn 
exhibitions in the undercroft 
and then decided how to  
display their own items, also 
writing the interpretation panel 
and labels.  

Rachael Williams, learning and 
engagement officer at Stories of 
Lynn said: “The exhibition 
shows the connections between 
the Guides, Brownies and the 
Queen. There are artefacts that 
reflect the history of the Guide 
Association with an old style 
uniform and a number of the 
challenge badges. I’m delighted 

and very grateful to the  
Brownies for their hard work 
curating this wonderful  
exhibition. I had made plans for 

the girls to help me with the 
display, but I never imagined  
it would look so attractive,  
informative and patriotic.” 
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Gayton Brownies Jubilee Display in Stories of Lynn 

Being active in Norfolk -  
The physical challenge:  
Girls completed a two mile trek from our meeting 
place to the source of the Gaywood River. 

Protecting our environment -  
The sustainability challenge:  
The minibeasts of Gayton now have some first class 
accommodation in the wildlife area of Gayton  
churchyard as the Brownies used a wide range of  
natural materials to create their bug hotel. 
 

Learning legacy -  
The learning challenge:  
Our first Brownie sleepover for two years was a very 
special one at Stories of Lynn (see article below). 

Celebrating the Jubilee -  
The community challenge:  
We celebrated the Platinum Jubilee with a red, white 
and blue picnic at the fabulous Sandringham Estate 
play area on a beautiful sunny evening. 

Catherine Leigh,  
North West Norfolk Division Commissioner 

Gayton Brownies Complete Jubilee Challenge 

The Platinum Jubilee Norfolk Challenge Award has been developed in tribute to the  
late Duke of Edinburgh and 1st Gayton Brownies have enjoyed taking part in the  
four elements. The Brownies and leaders are very excited that a Norfolk Deputy  
Lieutenant is going to present the Challenge Badges in person to the unit in July. 



Celebrating the Queen’s Guiding Story 
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It was a very interesting and useful training session, 
called Engaging schools, families and adult learners 
and it included mention of Testbed Funding –  
relating to the Platinum Jubilee. This was 28 March 
2022, and just over nine weeks later we were able 
to deliver a wonderful family event open to all at 
the Patteson Lodge Estate, linked to the celebration 
of Her Majesty’s 70 amazing years on the throne 
and her guiding story. She has been a Girl Guide,  
a Sea Ranger and is currently Patron of our charity 
and what an opportunity it was to shout about all 
these things, especially as not everyone knows the 
Queen’s guiding story!  We were granted £4,330 in 
funding towards producing a travelling display, 
quizzes, an accompanying brochure, a badge and  
all-age appropriate activities. 

The day started with an interview on BBC Radio 
Norfolk – well done Sophie – sharing our event and 

inviting everyone. We loved  
seeing so many of you, many  
en route to the Beacon-lighting 
event at Hautbois Activity Centre. 
The family groups, and complete age -
range represented, the buzz of the event  
and having Her Majesty to visit made it a very  
memorable and happy occasion. A HUGE Thank You 
is due to ALL the volunteers who came to help  
deliver the event, and to Claire and Catton Print  
for printing done for us! We couldn’t do it without 
all these people behind the scenes!   

If you would like to borrow the display, or have a 
Zoom or face-to-face meeting based around this 
royal guiding theme please get in touch with  
archivist@girlguidingnorfolk.org.uk. 

Helen Green, County Archivist 

Sporting a Royal crown 
on a visit to Coltishall 
postbox which displayed 
a Jubilee topper. 

Replica uniform from 
the era of Princess   
Elizabeth’s time as a 
Girl Guide. 

Girls enjoying their  
toasted jam sandwiches 
(HRH's favourite type of 
sandwich we understand) 
made over a tin can fire. 

Part of the display of 
royal badges including 
Queen’s Guide badges 
from 1953. 

Learning the correct way to 
hoist and salute the flag. 

Jasmine showing our Royal visitor 
and her corgi displays created to  
celebrate Her Majesty's guiding  
story. Huge thanks to Paula Hewitt 
for helping to make our day!  

Members of Girlguiding Norfolk playing 
the Maori stick game, representative of 
The Queen's role as Head of the  
Commonwealth and reminding us of our 
Commonwealth Award, open to all 13+. 

mailto:archivist@girlguidingnorfolk.org.uk
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  Letter From The Queen 

2nd Sheringham Brownies in North Norfolk Division 
celebrated the Platinum Jubilee by creating cards for 
The Queen that were posted to Buckingham Palace. 

We also had a street style party in our HQ with food 
from the decades starting in 1950s with rationing of 
spam sandwiches, fruit in jelly which was a popular 
party food at the 1977 Silver Jubilee and bringing it 
right up to date with modern cupcakes. 

We later received a thank you card and letter from 
the Queen’s Lady-in-waiting on behalf of The Queen. 

Tina Allen, 2nd Sheringham Brownies 

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
43rd Saxlingham Nethergate 
Rainbows and Brownies joined 
together on Jubilee Saturday 
at the village fete to show off 
their maypole dancing skills. 
The maypole topper had been 
beautifully dressed in red, 
white and blue for the  
occasion. 

The dances were repeated for 
the parents at the Guide HQ 
and to finish off the  
celebrations the Saxlingham 
Nethergate Mardlers (senior 
citizens) were invited to tea. 

Beacon Lighting 
On 2nd June more than 1,500 beacons 
were lit throughout the UK, Channel 
Islands, Isle of Man and UK Overseas 
Territories and one in each of the  
capital cities of Commonwealth  
countries in recognition of  
The Queen’s long and selfless service. 

As The Queen is our Patron,  
Girlguiding was asked to take part  
in the beacon lighting ceremony and 
across the country Girlguiding beacons 
were lit at 9.50pm just before The 
Queen lit her own one at Windsor.  

Members from across Norfolk were 
present at the lighting at Hautbois 
Activuty Centre enjoying a spectacular 
fireworks display to round off the 
evening. 



The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
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Members across Norfolk have been celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in style 
with afternoon teas, Royal Variety Shows, district outings and good old parties! 

On Saturday 11th June, girls and leaders from Smithdon and Brothercross district enjoyed a  
day celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Everyone was invited to dress up as a Royal (or their  
interpretation of the Royal family). We had a full day of activities including making crowns, learning about 
the Royal Residences and where they are located in the UK, the Royal family tree and how the Union flag is 
made up. After lunch four members of 1st Hunstanton  
Guides taught the District a dance to ‘The Family  
Madrigal’ from the popular film ‘Encanto’ which  
went down a storm with the girls, and which was  
then performed at our own Royal Variety Show.  

We stopped for tea and shortbread, making sure our  
little fingers were pointing out whilst sipping from  
our tea-cups.  

We ending the day around the campfire and sang the  
National Anthem. It was a fantastic day and  
thoroughly enjoyed by all that attended. 

Sarah Dennis-Burrell,  
3rd Hunstanton Brownies and  
1st Hunstanton Guides 

3rd Oulton Brownies made  
personalised Jubilee cards 
which were posted off to the 
Queen before enjoying their 
Platinum Jubilee party with 
Rainbows and Guides from  
Oulton District. 

1st Carlton Colville Brownies 
celebrated the Queen’s  
Platinum Jubilee by doing a 
random act of kindness.  

We decorated recycled plant 
pots before planting geraniums 
in them and delivering them to 
the neighbours near our hall. 

We had a great response and 
the girls loved it saying it was 
better than having a party! 

Hellesdon and Horsford  
District Rainbows, Brownies 
and Guides celebrated the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
with a day of crafts, games, 
food and a disco. 

And what a memorable  
occasion for a leader to 
make her Promise,  
especially as the Queen 
popped in for a chat during 
the celebrations! 



Diss District celebrated the Queen’s Platinum  
Jubilee at Roydon School. Rainbows, Brownies, 
Guides, Rangers, Leaders and Trefoil Guild enjoyed 
a fun afternoon of activities, followed by a picnic 
and campfire. And when the girls went home the 
leaders had a go on the slide! 

Diane Blyth, Diss District Guides 
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King’s Lynn Division Guides were invited to be part 
of a 200 strong contingent of young people for a 
Jubilee parade through the town centre which also 
included North West Norfolk District Scouts and 
cadets from the Army, Police, Sea, Fire, Air and 
St. John Ambulance. 

The Guides took part in a practice parade with 
Mayor, Councillor Lesley Bambridge, looking on. 
For non-military participants marching was a whole 
new experience! 

The actual parade started at the Town Hall and 
continued to the Quay ready for the ‘inspection’ 
where Chair of the Council, Stuart Dark, presented 
Guides and leaders with a commemorative medal. 

After a short service the parade then proceeded 
round the Town centre with the Guides providing a 
colourful end to the parade. 

Norfolk Jubilee Celebrations   
An early June morning saw Thorpe District leaders descend on  
Keswick Campsite to set up a day of Jubilee activities for their  
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides. Girls took part in a rotation of activities  
including a treasure hunt to find the Crown Jewels, cake decorating, making  
crowns and soldiers from Trooping the Colour and playing pin the tail on the  
corgi. After a royal picnic they enjoyed traditional games such as hopscotch,  
mini assault courses, chasing bubbles and hula hooping. 

Paddington Bear was a surprise visitor to the jubilee celebrations. He loved  
getting involved in the activities - his favourite being icing cakes. After meeting  
the Queen at Buckingham Palace this was a fun 
way to end his Jubilee celebrations. 

A traditional campfire with songs from all over 
the Commonwealth was ably led by Gill Ellis 
and was a fitting end to the celebration. The 
girls were presented with Platinum Jubilee 
badges kindly donated by Thorpe Councillor, 
Ian Mackie on behalf of the Ivy Child Trust.  
Ian said, “it’s always a pleasure to support our 
uniformed groups who reflect the Queen’s life 
of duty and support for others, especially at 
the start of this Jubilee celebration. These 
badges are a little memento of this  
remarkable achievement”. 

Both leaders and girls had a great day out and 
agreed it was one to remember!  
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Girlguideasaurus Takes Up Her Summer Residence 

Girlguideasaurus, our very own T. Rex has now taken up 
her summer residence in Bookbugs and Dragon Tales 
bookshop on Timberhill in Norwich.  She forms part of  
the GoGo Discover 2022 trail in Norwich which runs until 
10 September. 

We are delighted to be working in partnership with  
Bookbugs and Dragon Tales and we are delighted with  
the design that is the work of the talented Sally-Anne.  
We think Girlguideasaurus looks fantastic and we hope 
you get to meet her over the summer. 

 

Girlguideasaurus has her own special badge too.  
These cost £1 each and 20p from each badge sold will 
be donated to Break, the charity organising the trail.  

The badges can be  
purchased from our 
county online shop, 
Bookbugs and Dragon 
Tales, Pull’s Ferry 
(which is open for tea 
and cake at weekends 
throughout the  
summer) and the  
Anglia Hautbois shop.  

We’d love to see pictures  
of Girlguiding Norfolk members  
meeting Girlguideasaurus and friends.  

Send your photos to  
bluesheet@girlguidingnorfolk.org.uk 

Don’t forget to check photo permissions! 

A ‘Rainbow’ Coronation 

4th Norwich Rainbows celebrated the Queen’s  
Platinum Jubilee by holding a Coronation evening.  
The meeting started with practicing a royal curtsey  
followed by the crowning of ‘Queen Grace’  
complete with paper crown, cling film tube sceptre  
and a tennis ball orb - no expense spared for the  
royal occasion! ‘Archbishop Esme’ led the ceremony  
ably assisted by the Queen’s ladies-in-waiting. As  
expected the onlookers managed perfect curtseys as the newly crowned Queen made her way back down the 
aisle. Copious amounts of icing was then required to decorate some yummy crown biscuits and the creation 
of a sparkly tiara completed the activities before the Rainbows were presented with their Jubilee badges. 

Girls from 2nd Toftwood Brownies and 1st Shipdham Guides joined with 
Norfolk Scouts to contribute to a musical tribute to mark The Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee. The 
aptly named Royal  
Salute took place in 
the grand ring of The 
Royal Norfolk Show on 
both the Wednesday 
and Thursday. The 
girls carried the Union 
Flag and flags from the 
Commonwealth,  
performed a sequence 
of moves to various 
pieces of music and 
sang the National  
Anthem.  

17th and 19th King’s Lynn 
Guides were invited to 
attend Reffley Estate, 
King’s Lynn’s Community 
Jubilee event, a free 
event for residents. The 
good weather brought out 
the crowds and the 
Guides were kept busy 
serving cakes and drinks 
and selling raffle tickets. 

Unfortunately it was  
noticed that the Union 
flag was put up upside 
down by other committee 
members - whoops!  
Good spot though Guides! 



On the 9th June, the ARC attended the Community Archives: Skills, Support &  
Sustainability Project Celebration at the Norfolk Record Office, joining other  
local archives from around Norfolk to celebrate having  
participated in the project. 

The ARC had a display featuring photos from ARC 
events and projects, and also had information 
about badges that are available to earn at the 
ARC. The Royal Album - an ARC Angel project to 
produce an album of Her Majesty The Queen’s 
links with Girlguiding - was also on display along 
with the Royal Time Traveller Challenge badge. 

Also on display currently at the Norfolk Record 
Office is one of the ARC’s treasures - one of the 
logbooks from Sandringham Guiding Company, 
which was founded by Princess Mary. In the  
logbook, visitors can see an entry from  
28th January 1939 which details a visit to the 
company by Princess Elizabeth and Princess  
Margaret. The logbook, which was a popular way 
for units to record their meetings and adventures, 
also contains photos and newspaper clippings. 

During the event, there was the opportunity to 
take a tour of the record office’s archive  
facilities, learn about other archives that took 
part in the project, and share archiving tips and 
tricks. We very much enjoyed sharing our  
experiences in archiving and volunteering with 
others, as well as learning from their experiences. 
In the afternoon, some of the archives, including 
the ARC, did presentations on their archives and 
progress during the project. We were so proud to 
share our achievements over the past few years, 
and are so grateful for having had the opportunity 
to participate in the project. 

It was also a delight to catch up with Sally who 
was one of our UEA volunteers during lockdown; 
she is now working as an intern at Dragon Hall and 
it was so exciting to hear her give credit to the 
ARC and what she had done there as a springboard 
towards receiving the internship.  

Check out these resources and sessions to support 
your interest in archives, connected to your  
family, your community or guiding.  https://
www.archives.norfolk.gov.uk/community-archives 

If you would like to volunteer at the ARC please 
get in touch. We are particularly looking for  
support with digitising, spreadsheet work,  
photography, publicity work and delivering of  
sessions. Hours are flexible and all work  
appreciated!  

Alice Talbot, ARC Angel  
Helen Green, County Archivist 
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ARC displays at the Norfolk Records Office 

https://www.archives.norfolk.gov.uk/community-archives
https://www.archives.norfolk.gov.uk/community-archives


In February almost 100 girls and 
leaders from Girlguiding Acle  
District held a fantastic event  
celebrating World Thinking Day at 
Thrigby Hall Wildlife Gardens. 

With the uncertainty of Covid  
restrictions making a return, the 
decision was made to plan for a 
completely outdoor event, hoping 
that it would definitely be able to 
go ahead. After the recent wet 
and stormy weather we were  
nervous and preparing for a soggy 
few hours dodging the worst, but 
ended up being very fortunate in 
having a wonderful day of glorious 

sunshine and relative warmth.  

The Rainbows, Brownies, Guides 
and Rangers from Acle,  
Freethorpe, South Walsham and 
Strumpshaw had a fun packed day 
exploring the park, looking at all 
the animals, completing a quiz 
and listening to talks from the 
keepers. 

Each group voted for their  
favourite animal, and the District 
was pleased to make a donation to 
Thrigby to adopt a Red Panda, an 
Otter, an Amur Leopard and a 
Snow Leopard.   

It was also a  
great opportunity 
for girls to remember 
that they are part of an  
international movement. They had 
a chance to mix and make new 
friends, as well as understand the 
guiding Promise that they make is 
recognised in the same way by 
girls all over the world. 

The day ended with all members 
renewing their promise together, 
and receiving a special badge to 
mark the occasion. 

Sharon Rowsell,  
Acle District Commissioner 

A Wild Time at Thrigby! 

  New Unit Success in Holt 
Only a few weeks after advertising our new  
Rainbow unit in Holt, we filled up our register with 
19 girls. We started up in May, the first Girlguiding 
unit in Holt for many years, and we hope Brownies 
will open up here in the near future. 

We have taken advantage of the summer term to 
work on the Explore stage 1 skills builder which  
the Rainbows are enjoying. And we have just been 
on a real exploration - our first unit outing. The 
photos show the Rainbows doing an art attack on  
a bench and a silly walk through the wood. 

We have been extremely lucky to find two  
wonderful unit helpers, Vikki and Catherine,  
and have been made very welcome by Felbrigg  
District. I feel fortunate to have found a new  
Girlguiding family after being a Rainbow leader  
in Bedfordshire for 16 years. 

  Jackie Sonsino, 1st Holt Rainbows 
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Docking Brownies Matilda Clarkson 
and Jessica Wroth were presented 
with the prestigious Brownie Gold 
Award at a special visit to  
Fakenham’s Cavies & Cake café. 

Matilda’s achievements include 
Brownie interest badges in Baking 
and Collecting, with a fantastic, 
well-presented fossil and mineral 
display. For her Take Action  
theme Matilda made and sold  
Santa’s reindeer food in aid of  
Emma’s Hedgehog Hotel and also 
gained her Influence skills builder 
badge. For her special Gold  
Challenge she ran an exciting 
evening for the other Brownies on 
an aviation theme making mouse 
rockets. 

“My favourite activities at  
Brownies were cooking and going 
on trips” said Matilda, “I liked it 
when we learnt how to make a 
fire, build a bridge and put up a 
tent. We got a bit wet trying to 
cross the river on our bridge!” 

Jessica joined Brownies the week 
before the first Covid-19 lockdown  
making her Brownie Promise via 
Zoom! Interest badges kept  
Jessica busy during lockdowns  
including Jobs and My Rights. She 

completed her Camp skills builder 
at Hautbois Activity Centre with 
den building and orienteering fun. 

The Brownies enjoyed an evening 
of Easter wreath making which 
Jessica organised for her Gold 
Challenge. Jessica said, “I really 
enjoyed running the group  
activity for my Gold Award and 
the trip to the Activity Centre 
last year. My favourite badges 
were Dancing and Performing”.  

Former leader, Lynsey Skeates, 
returned to present the awards, 
watched on by the gorgeous  
guinea pigs at Cavies & Cake. 
North West Norfolk Division  
Commissioner Catherine Leigh 
thanked Matilda and Jessica’s 
proud parents for all their  
support.  

Catherine Leigh, 
North West Norfolk Division  
Commissioner 

Top Awards for Rainbows, Brownies and Guides 

Two members of the  
43rd Saxlingham Nethergate 
Brownies were awarded their 
Gold award having achieved 
their Rainbow award together 
as well!  

Best guiding friends!  
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Gold Awards are the highest award achieved in each guiding section,  
Rainbows to Rangers. They are gained on completion of the six themes  
within the Girlguiding programme plus an additional special Gold challenge. 

Sarah Carter, Division Commissioner for Norwich, presented  
four Guides from 34th Norwich Guides with their Gold Awards in 
June. Sarah said, “I was delighted to present four awards in one 
go. The Guide’s should be really proud of themselves for this 
fantastic achievement.”  

The Guides are shown with Sarah, left to right, Charlotte Doyle, 
Ruby Boulter-Dolder, Ella Moore and Martha Stevens. 
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Official Opening for Keswick Campsite 
On a sunny afternoon in April, Girlguiding Norwich was proud to declare  
its new building at Keswick Campsite officially open after many years of 
fundraising efforts. Janet Milbank, chair of Keswick Campsite’s committee, 
was pleased to welcome everyone, giving a history of the original hut  
before inviting the VIPs to  
jointly cut the ribbon.  

General the Lord Dannatt,  
neighbour and son-in-law  
of James Gurney (original  
owner of the land), and  
Rosemary Shimmens  
(Shim), involved with the  
Friends for many years  
and who designed the  
original Keswick badge,  
cut the ribbon and  
declared the campsite  
and new building open.  

Keswick Hut - 

A Potted History 
1935 - £250 given to Norwich 
Guides from the King George  
Jubilee fund for a hut, sited at 
Colney Woods courtesy of  
Col Barclay, at a cost of £171.10 
shillings. Following his death a 
new site for the hut was sought.  
A piece of land was offered at 
Keswick by James Gurney. 

1951 approx. - original hut moved 
to Keswick Campsite. 

1982 - Campsite offered for sale. 

1983 - Campsite purchased and 
Friends of Keswick Campsite 
formed. 

2015 - decision made to try and 
fundraise for a new building due 
to instability of the existing hut at 
a cost of £126,000.  

2018 - Successful grant  
application came from The  
Garfield Weston Foundation. 
£39,500 had already been raised 
and they topped up to our target 
of £126,000.  

2020 - Legal deed for drainage 
finally obtained after months  
of correspondence between  
surveyors and solicitors.  

2021 - Building handed over and 
after a lot of cleaning, sorting and 
finishing touches the new Hut is 
ready to be used.   

2022 - The official opening! 

Celebrating Women’s Football 
24 girls from 1st Toftwood Brownies spent a day  
together celebrating the upcoming Women’s Euros  
football tournament.  

They decorated football shirt door hangers, made  
England keyrings and designed their own football kit  
for the lionesses. The Brownies also practised their  
football techniques with some relay drills and games. 
They managed to perfect the Mexican wave and sang 
some of the National Anthem.  

The girls took home football wall charts to fill in  
whilst watching the tournament, England flags to wave 
in support and a special Girlguiding badge as a souvenir 
of the day.  

Katie Theobald, 1st Toftwood Brownies 



Pensthorpe Visit 
Over 100 members from all units in Brooke and 
Loddon District travelled to Pensthorpe in June.  

We had a great day completing challenges from 
the Girlguiding LASER resource ’Brilliant Birds’. 
The girls also enjoyed den building, playing 
Pooh sticks and looking for fairies in the  
sculpture park.  

Fabulous weather, brilliant units -  
thank you to all who made it  
possible and all who took part. 

Julia Ward,  
Brooke and Loddon District 
Commissioner 

  Toftwood Brownie  
Easter Activity Day 
25 Brownies took part in an Easter themed 
activity at 1st Toftwood Brownies. This was 
the first face to face activity day in over  
two years, having taken part in many virtual 
ones during the pandemic. This made it  
even more exciting for everyone.  

The Brownies had the chance to  
complete a number of different crafts, 
including hama bead Easter magnets, 
foam marbled bunnies, bunny flower 
tins and mini egg cheesecakes. 

They also enjoyed an Easter themed 
game of bingo and the classic ‘Duck 
Duck Goose’. We finished off the day 
with some parachute games. 

Katie Theobald,  
1st Toftwood Brownies 
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Isobel Johnson, Norfolk’s latest Queen’s Guide had her badge and 
certificate presented at the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebration 
event at Patteson Lodge, a very suitable occasion. She even shook 
hands with ‘the Queen’! Afterwards she helped to light the  
Beacon at Hautbois, so a memorable day. 

Isobel completed a wide variety of activities to gain her  
Queen's Guide award, as well as helping regularly at unit  
meetings and camps. As a personal skill she learnt to spin wool 
and created natural dyes to colour it. She investigated breast 
cancer awareness for her community action, running a Coppafeel 
society at university and raising over £500 by climbing Snowdon at 
night. She managed to complete her Outdoor challenge despite 
covid restrictions and volunteered as a Trustee with Girlguiding 
Anglia for three years. 

A great achievement all completed to a high standard.  
Well done Izzy! 

Marion Morgan, Queen’s Guide Adviser 

Norfolk’s Latest Queen’s Guide 

  Volunteers’ Week 
To celebrate Volunteers’ Week and  
the Platinum Jubilee Girlguiding Norfolk  
commissioned this super sparkly badge. 

We hope you liked your card and badge! 

Long Service Awards 
In May, after two failed attempts due to Covid, it was third 
time lucky for Brownie leaders Helen Munday and  
Karen Annison from 
34th Norwich Brownies 
when they finally  
received their long  
service awards.   
Helen was presented 
her 30 years service 
and Karen her 10 years 
by Sarah Carter,  
Norwich Division  
Commissioner. 

Helen and Karen’s  
families, the Brownies 
and their parents 
watched the ceremony 
which was followed  
by homemade cakes 
and cookies. 
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  Happy 50th! 
This year 38th Norwich Brownies 
are celebrating their 50th birthday. 

The unit undertook a sponsored 
walk and manned the Pull’s Ferry 
refreshments for an afternoon  
raising a mammoth £750 to help 
fund some special events to  
celebrate the milestone. 

The pictures show the girls  
enjoying ‘High Tea’ at the  
Assembly House. Yum! 



Outdoor Rainbows 
4th Norwich Rainbows embarked on their 
first sleepover since 2019 on the hottest 
day of June. They enjoyed spending lots 
of time outside once the temperature had 
dropped and completed the mosaic trail 
around the Patteson Lodge grounds.  

We’ve had a busy term trying to ensure 

two girls achieve their Gold Award before 
leaving for Brownies at the end of term 
but found time to enjoy a spot of mini 
golf too. Well done to Pippi (pictured)  
for her two holes-in-one. Amazing! 

Claire Everson, 4th Norwich Rainbows 

  ‘Our World, Our Equal Future’ Thinking Day Event 
Joining Girlguiding members across the country and the world, Central Norfolk Guides celebrated the 
birthdays of our founders, Lord and Lady Baden-Powell, at Northgate High School, Dereham in February. 

Over 160 members participated in the event which included a lot 
of fun filled activities based on the theme of ‘Our World, Our 
Equal Future’. After welcoming everyone and singing the World 
Song, the girls were able to mix and freely flow from base to 
base. We made ‘trash to treasure’ bottle shakers, played the 
world badge beetle drive game and charades; acting out global 
issues such as the melting ice caps and greenhouse gases. 

We added a Mexican twist to our celebration, in recognition of 
one of our World Centres, ‘Our Cabaña’, in Mexico. The Rainbows, 
Brownies, Guides and Rangers made pinatas, gods eyes, masks  
and even learned some Spanish. Our thinking day fiesta ended 
with a mass group Mexican hat dance, which was a little chaotic 
but worth it for all the laughter and giggles. 

    Emma Webster, 1st Dereham Guides 
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Retirement Presentation 
Members from Saxlingham Nethergate were pleased to present 
Carol Pownall with a Girlguiding vase and beautiful floral  
bouquet in recognition of 
her 40 years service as a 
leader with both Guides  
and Rainbows.  

The presentation was made 
by Carol’s granddaughter 
who is a young leader in  
the same Rainbow unit!  

Although Carol has retired 
from volunteering with  
Girlguiding she remains an 
active member of the  
Trefoil Guild. 

Helen Pye,  
SE Norfolk Division  
Commissioner  

Badges - new in at 
County Shop! 
Lovely new badges available in the 
County Online Shop.  

• Safe Space levels 1-4 will look 
great on camp blankets.   

• Thank you badge is perfect for all 
those helpers or girls who do that 
little extra at meetings.   

• ‘I volunteer for Girlguiding  
Norfolk’ is another great badge  
for us all.   

Check out the shop page on the  
Girlguiding Norfolk website for 
these and other available badges. 



On Sunday 3rd July, The Friends 
of Patteson Lodge held a  
celebration to mark the centre’s 
40th Anniversary. 

Local organisations including  
Barton Turf Adventure Centre, 
Norfolk Wildlife Trust and  
Hoveton and Wroxham Lions 

joined several divisions manning 
stalls including hook a bee, teddy 
tombola, human fruit machine, 
plant stalls and games. We also 
enjoyed a hog roast, cake and 
refreshments. 

Two leaders made the celebration 
cake which was jointly cut by  

Helen Green and Sharron Hunt 
and a new 40th mosaic was  
installed by the front door. 40th 
anniversary embroidered badges, 
in the shape of the cake topper, 
are available to purchase. 

Sharron Hunt,  
Patteson Lodge Administrator 

Happy 40th Anniversary Patteson Lodge 
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There was a very different look to the Royal Norfolk 
Show in 2022. The Guide and Scout stand was in a 
different location and lacking the usual Trefoil Guild 
café, which was missed by many. Planning time was 
very short and budget stretched, as tickets for  
volunteers had to be purchased this year, but we got 
there and Girlguiding Norfolk and Scouting were once 
more represented. 

The ARC did us proud with a captivating display 
about the Queen in Guiding and completing a quiz 
resulted in a badge which proved very popular. Many 
thanks to Helen, Aileen and Alice for their hard work. 

Other activities also proved popular. Firing rubber 
band guns and crossbows at tubes decorated with 
badges from all Guiding and Scouting sections was a 
hit with adults and young people alike.  

One of the themes of the show this year was ‘Home 
Grown’ and this was represented by cut outs of the 
many celebrities and famous people who have been 
involved in Guiding and Scouting ‘growing’ in flower 
pots, with information on each available. 

A large scale map of Norfolk was particularly useful 
for recruitment once adorned with coloured spots on 
every location in the county where Guiding and 

Scouting is in action as interested parties were able 
to see exactly where their most accessible unit was. 

Thanks must go to the Show Team, who put  
everything together on a very tight timescale and 
budget and also to all of the Guiding and Scouting 
volunteers who came along to support the stand. 

Linda Watkinson, ACC Growth and Retention 

Girlguiding Norfolk at the Royal Norfolk Show 


